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Decision Rules for Emissions Inventory (NR 438) De Minimis
(Shading indicates differences.  All levels are based on actual emissions)

Table 1 in Chapter 438, Wis. Adm. Code sets the threshold levels for reporting annual air emissions to the Department of Natural Resources.  The rules for carcinogens and
TLV chemicals are mostly consistent with what has previously been used to establish the existing threshold in NR 438.  Change under this proposal include lowering reporting
thresholds for mercury, dioxin and PCBs, removing the groupings of contaminants in NR 445 (Polycyclic Organic Matter, Pharmaceuticals and Nitrosoamines) to determine
thresholds in NR 438 and adding reporting thresholds for seven chemicals of concern to the Great Lakes.  Rules established for Reference Concentration (RfC) contaminants
are new to this proposal.

Chemical
Groups

1985 Task Force Report Existing NR 438 May 1999 WDNR Proposal1 February 2000 WDNR Proposal1

Non-
Carcinogens

Tables 1,2 &4

50% of the “less than 25 foot”
threshold proposed in NR 445,
multiplied by 24 hours per day and
365 days per year, with a
maximum value of 6000 pounds.

50% of the “less than 25 foot”
threshold proposed in NR 445,
multiplied by 24 hours per day and
365 days per year, with a maximum
value of 6000 pounds.

Same methodology as currently
used in NR 438

Same methodology as currently
used in NR 438

Exceptions: Exceptions: Exceptions: Exceptions:
None None None Mercury (all species) 10 lbs./yr.

Dioxin, PCBs  - any amount
Carcinogens
Tables 3A & 3B

50% of the proposed annual
threshold proposed in NR 445 for
any individually listed
contaminant. Some groups had a
combined threshold

50% of the proposed annual
threshold proposed in NR 445 for
any individually listed contaminant.
Some groups had a  combined
threshold

Same methodology as currently
used in NR 438

No combined threshold for groups.

Same methodology as currently
used in NR 438

No combined threshold for groups.

Reference
Concentrations
Table 5

Not considered Not considered 50% of the proposed annual
threshold in NR 445, with a
maximum value of 6000 pounds.

50% of the proposed annual
threshold in NR 445, with a
maximum value of 6000 pounds

Clean Air Act
Chemicals

Not considered Not considered Chemicals without TLVs -
12 lbs./yr.

Same methodology as currently
used in NR 438

Great Lakes
Chemicals

Not considered Not considered Chemicals without TLVs -
10 lbs./yr.

Chemicals without TLVs -
10 lbs./yr. (see note for chemicals)2

                                                          
1 It is important to note that even though no change in the methodology used to determine NR 438 de minimis values is being proposed many of the current values would be
lowered significantly due to the proposed changes in NR 445.
2 Di-n-octyl phthalate, Octachlorostyrene, Pentachlorobenzene, Perylene, Tetrachlorobenzene, 1,2,3,4-, Tetrachlorobenzene, 1,2,4,5-,  and Tributyl tin


